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To: Standards Committee, 14 September 2022 10:00 
From: Marc Ronan, Monitoring Officer 
 
 

National Forum for Independent Standards Members 
 
 

Decision Required YES ☐ / NO ☒ Agenda Item 7 

 

Recommendation 

Note the contents of this paper. 

 

 

Key Messages 

Based on a recommendation made in the Penn Report a National Forum for the 
Independent Chairs of Standards Committees is currently being established. 

 

Key responsibilities for the forum identified as: 

1. Providing a forum for the exchange of best practice between members of 
Standards Committees 

2. Receiving presentations and exchanging views on developments within the 
ethical regime 

3. To promote the co-ordination of activity where desirable 

 

As the National Forum is still in the early stages of development, this report is 
purely for noting. Members of the Committee will be updated as further updates 
are made available.  

 
  



Brecon Beacons National Park Authority  Standards Committee 14-09-2022 

2 of 2 

Background 

 
At the end of 2021 the Monitoring Officer Group (MOG) met to discuss a 
recommendation made in the Penn Report on establishing a National Forum for the 
Independent Chairs of Standards Committees. The role of the Forum would be to 
allow the discussion of ideas and to serve as a space to share best practice. 
Additionally, it would provide a support network for Chairs who are all co-opted and 
therefore do not have the support of a local political group or national party. 
 
Sufficient support was received across the MOG, with key responsibilities for the 
forum identified as: 

4. Providing a forum for the exchange of best practice between members of 
Standards Committees 

5. Receiving presentations and exchanging views on developments within the 
ethical regime 

6. To promote the co-ordination of activity where desirable 

 
The Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) were consulted on the setting up 
of the National Forum, and as a result have agreed to provide Secretariat support for 
the body. It was noted at this meeting that the body will be a forum for the sharing of 
best practice and the coordination of activity. It cannot and will not be a decision-
making body as such nor will it be the representative body for Standards Committees 
in Wales. 
 
Meeting specifics are due to be discussed in more detail at the next MOG meeting, 
however it is envisioned that meetings will be held once or twice a year at the most. 
In order to manage the size of meetings, membership will be Chairs (Deputy Chairs 
to sub as and when required) and one Monitoring Officer from each region.   
 
Risk 

 
No risk has been identified at this early stage. 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 

 
It is anticipated that the first meeting will be held before the end of November where 
the discussions to be held of the Terms of Reference and how to incorporate this 
National Forum into the Standards Committee Annual Report.  
 
Standards Members will be kept updated as this initiative develops. 
 


